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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON EXPERT ON INTERNATIONAL POLITICS
DISCUSSES WAYS TO CREATE A STABLE POST-TALIBAN GOVERNMENT
DAYTON, Ohio- With the nearing collapse of the Taliban government, many analysts
are debating on how to create a stable, post-Taliban government within the beleaguered country.
One expert on international politics says a broad-based, multi-ethnic approach would be a
good place to begin.
"We must bring on the United Nations with a peacekeeping operation composed of
contingents from the Muslim countries, including Turkey, Indonesia, Malaysia, Egypt and maybe
Morocco," says Margaret Karns, a University of Dayton political science professor. "Combine
that with a United Nations transitional administration for the country, such as was done in
Nambia, Cambodia and, most recently, Kosovo."
These measures would allow time for the Afghan people to draft a new constitution,
agree on how to form a coalition government and perhaps even hold elections, Karns says.
Karns foresees a transition period of about two years, during which the United Nations
could help rebuild the Afghanistan legal, judicial and law enforcement systems, reform
education, including efforts to educate girls as well as boys, assist with agriculture efforts and
help create the basis for building its economy.
"We should expect the international community, especially the U.S., to be asked to
cough up big amounts of aid," she says. "This is not a cheap or short-term process. The U.S.
must commit itself to staying the course in Afghanistan, however long that takes, and to a
course that includes nation-building."
The U.S. and its allies must remember that "this is still the beginning of the beginning of
the larger war against terrorism," Karns says. "Even getting bin Laden is only a partial solution
to the problem of the al-Qaida. We cannot ignore the underlying problems in the world and
region that have contributed to the support for Islamic fundamentalism, hatred of America and
terrorism."
This means, she adds, "tackling the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, pushing Egypt and Saudi
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Arabia to begin political and social reform, and doggedly going after the branches of terrorist
networks in the Philippines, Spain, Algeria, Egypt, Indonesia and elsewhere."
It also means addressing the institutional problems of coordinating intelligence

operations and information sharing of many countries, along with rebuilding the U.S.'s own
intelligence capability over the next five to 10 years, says Karns, referring to apparent
weaknesses in national security that many critics said allowed for the Sept. 11 attacks to occur
in the first place.
Pakistan and other countries must not be overlooked when rebuilding Afghanistan,
Karns says.
"Pakistan is a key player, but one that the U.S. and international community need to
keep from becoming a dominating player- a tricky proposition," Karns says. "Critical to the
future of the whole region is what happens between India and Pakistan. Next to the IsraeliPalestinian conflict this is the most dangerous region and conflict, especially given they both
have nuclear capabilities."
Karns also warns the international community to not ignore one of the major breeding
grounds of terrorism.
"We need to pay attention to the madrassas in Pakistan and Afghanistan- the
religious schools where thousands of boys are taught to hate America. They're being taught that
as we sit here."
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For media interviews, contact Margaret Karns at (937) 229-3538 or via e-mail at
margaret.karns@notes. udayton.edu.

